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Minutes of The Regular Meeting

Of The

Montgomery County Bail Bond Board

Thursday, August 7, 2003

The regularly scheduled meeting of the Montgomery County Bail Bond Board (MCBBB) was

convened at 12:00 noon on Thursday, August 7, 2003 in the large conference room  at the Montgomery

County Library located at 104 I-45 North, Conroe, Texas.

I. CALL TO ORDER

Edie Connelly, Presiding Officer, called the meeting to order at 12:07 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Members Present:

Judge Edie C onnelly, Presiding Officer, Justice  of the Peace - Pct. 3

Judge Kathleen Hamilton, 359th District Court

Judge Mary Ann Turner, County Court at Law #4

Gail McConnell, District Attorney’s Designee

Cynthia Benson-Guenther, Licensed Sureties Representative

Barbara Adamick, District Clerk

Darin Bailey, County Clerk Designee

Debbie Reeder, County Treasurer Designee

Members A bsent:

Lt. Robert Green, County Sheriff Designee

Vanita Buchanan, County Judge Designee

Judge Jam es Cates, City of Conroe M unicipal Court

Also Present:

Phyllis Rainey, Legal Counsel (Substituting for Robert Rosenquist)

Matthew Thomas, Board Administrator

Presiding Officer Judge Edie Connelly declared a quorum w as present.

III. AGENDA ITEMS

A. Consider and approve minutes from the regular meeting of July 1, 2003.

Judge Connelly read the minutes from the July1, 2003 meeting, she then recessed the

meeting for copies of the minutes to be made.

 

After copies were provided to the members, Darin Bailey made a motion that the

minutes be approved. The motion was seconded by Judge Hamilton.  The motion

was approved.
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Supplemental Discussion:

Cynthia Benson-Guenther commented about the lack of timely computer entry of

warrants and forfeitures.   Judge Connelly stated that the matter should be referred to

the Sheriff's Department. 

B. Consider and accept Treasurer’s report

Debbie Reeder presented copies of the Treasurer’s monthly Collateral Report and

briefly discussed the details of the report.  Ms. Reeder reported the following:

$2,603,408.13 Total Collateral

$65,645.16 Texas Pool Funds (As shown on report)

$65,605.20 Updated Texas Pool Funds as of 8/7/03

A motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report was made by Darin Bailey, and was

seconded by Kathleen Hamilton.  The Treasurer’s Report was accepted. 

Supplemental Discussion:

Debbie Reeder discussed the letter dated 7/15/03 from Treasurer Martha Gustavsen

to Mark Turnbull (County Clerk) concerning two bonding companies, AA Bonding -

Lic. # 0002 and Bay Area Bond Co. - Lic. # 0010.  There were questions concerning

whether any collateral for these companies w as being held by the Treasurer’s office. 

The letter stated that no collateral was being held by the Treasurer’s office on either

company and it is recommended that they be removed from the Sheriff’s Bond

Company Listing.

Judge Connelly discussed a letter from Treasurer Gustavsen regarding the duties of

the Board A dm inistrator which have been temporarily performed by the Treasurer's

office.  Judge Connelly stated that she had requested additional time for the

Adm inistrator to assume the duties and the Treasurer had agreed to continue the

work for a period of time.

C. Presiding Officer

1. Consider and take action to authorize Board A dm inistrator to make necessary

purchases and expenditures to furnish office and perform duties.

Judge Edie Connelly stated that she was requesting approval for Matthew

Thomas to make purchases a needed to get his office operational.  Matthew

provided a detail of anticipated expenditures for approximately $15,229.20.

A motion to authorize Board Administrator to make necessary expenditures was

made by Darin Bailey, and was seconded by Judge Mary Ann Turner.  The

motion was approved.

2. Consider and take action to authorize the Board Administrator to set

appropriate office hours and schedule for board office.

Board Administrator, Matthew Thomas commented that he would like to have a

little time to meet with some of the sureties and  determ ine the most appropriate

schedule for office  hours.  Judge Connelly comm ented that M atthew  needed to
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have som e flexibility in determ ining a schedule based on his overall

responsibilities and availability.  Barbara Adamick asked if Matthew would need

to present his schedule to the board for approval.  Judge Connelly clarified that

the request was to a llow Matthew to set the schedule and to report that schedule

to the board for information only.

A motion to authorize board administrator to set schedule of office hours was

made by Barbara Adam ick, and was seconded by Gail McConnell.  The motion

was approved.

3. Consider new legislation that requires an annual election of the bail bond

licensed sureties’ representative and take action to implement process.

Gail McConnell and Judge Connelly made comm ents concerning the new

legislation.  Judge Connelly suggested that action should  be deferred on this

item, but that she would like to see the process established as quickly as possible. 

The item was deferred.

Debbie Reeder commented briefly regarding a letter received recently from local

attorney Dan Rice relating to the election of the licensed sureties representative.

D. SURETY REPRESENTATIVE

1. Discuss of the following issues as they relate to the Bail Bond Board and Licensed

Sureties in Montgomery County.

a.    Letter sent by District Attorney Michael McD ougal to licensed sureties.

Judge Connelly commented that this is not an item that the board can take

action on.  Cynthia Benson-Guenther read from the letter and stated that the

change should not be effective on bonds prior to the date the law  changed. 

Judge Connelly stated  that the board does not have the authority to regulate

how the District Attorney’s office collects on bond forfeitures.  Phyllis Rainey

stated that board counsel Robert Rosenquist was aware of this issue and was

looking into it.  No action was taken on this issue.

b. Request by licensed sureties to meet with the board adm inistrator.

Matthew Thomas stated that he would put together a letter to the sureties

providing them with his contact information and office location.

Cynthia Benson-Guenther commented that the sureties wanted a job

description on the Administrator.  The Sureties wanted a job description so

they would know w hat items should be sent to his attention.  Judge Connelly

stated that it would take some time to put a description together because all

of the Administrator’s duties have not been determined.  No action was

taken.

Supplement Discussion:
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Judge Connelly commented on the need to have good contact information on

each board member and sureties, so that the Board Administrator would be

able to communicate effectively with them.

c. Discuss the Jail Monitor position as it related to the Bail Bond Board.

Cynthia Benson-Guenther opened the discussion on the Jail Monitor position

and stated that it was discussed during a meeting of the local sureties.  Ms.

Benson-Guenther stated that bondsman Steve Sondag had raised the

question concerning the payment of the cost related to the Jail Monitor

position.  Ms. Benson-Guenther stated that she had spoken with the

attorney’s for the settlement and that they indicated the cost was to be split

between the County and the licensed sureties.  Ms. Benson-Guenther stated

that the attorney’s assumed that there was an association of sureties.

Judge Connelly read from the official settlement agreement the information

concerning the m onitor position.  Judge Connelly offered to provide Ms.

Benson-Guenther with a copy of the settlement agreement.

Ms. Benson Guenther further stated for clarification that the A ttorneys told

her that it was assum ed that everyone was a member of the association.  Ms.

Benson-Guenther stated that what they are trying to clarify now is that each

licensed surety should share the cost.

Judge Connelly responded that the discussion was not an issue for the board,

but a discussion the sureties should be  having w ith the County Attorney’s

office.  Judge Connelly suggested that the board not discuss this issue any

further.  Judge Connelly again referred Ms. Benson-Guenther to get with the

County Attorney’s office for any clarifications on the settlement agreement.

Phyllis Rainey, board counsel stated that she would get with Robert

Rosenquist and have Robert review this issue and get with Judge Connelly

and M atthew Thomas on his findings.

D. SUPPLEMENTAL DISCUSSION

Gail McConnell requested that the discussion on agenda item  D.1.a., be addressed again. 

Ms. McConnell and M s. Benson-Guenther made reference to the wording of the statue. 

Ms. McConnell clarified that the changes became effective the day the changes were

approved by the legislature on June 20th, 2003.  

Judge  Connelly stated that these are issues that the board cannot regulate and if there are

questions on these kinds of issues that they should be  brought to the County Attorney’s

office or to their (the Sureties') own attorney’s.

E. ADJOURNMENT

A m otion to adjourn was made by Barbara Adamick and was seconded by Cynthia

Benson-Guenther.  The meeting was adjourned.
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